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Grußwort

Von Prof N Präsident der

Fiırst, would ıke aSSOC1ate myself wıth the good wiıshes which
friend, Konrad Repgen, has sent Hıs Holıness, Pope John Paul,; would
ıke add, how, members of al Christian tradıtions, ook torward
welcomıng hım In us 1in the United Kıngdom CX YVCAaL,

The tragedy whiıich the Pope has suffered, together wiıth the sımılar
assassınatıon attempt President Keagan and the threat Her MajJesty
the Queen, al wıthın S1X weeks provoke erl10us thinkıing. After 26 of
absence of War 1ın Europe, the of civılısatıon based tolerance and
understanding between VAarlı0ous Zroupings in the world cCommunıty has been
cshown be perilously thın. Socı1al and polıtical AaCctOrs that contributed
the LW World Wars of the tirst half of thıs CENLULY ImMaYy be MOIC, but

ave tar $ajled understand, let alone tackle, number of deep
emotional problems that lıe AL the eart of pPresent unrest.

In hope strengthen forces workıng towards
an harmony 1in mankınd. Our 30 sub-commıissıons SPan the world
The atıcan an the Sovılet Unıion, countrıes of eastern and westiern Eu-
rFODC, the Ameriıcas and the Thırd World al ad theır different tradıtions.
We stand tor scholarshıp, which tirst and ftoremost understandıng,
perhaps wıth that Gnostıic aspıratıon of knowıng “whence came” and
“whıiıther ATC hastening” (Clement, Excerpta Theodoto, /8), tor wiıth-
OUutLt understanding refrormıng iıdeals degenerate into the sentimental. Then,
fellowship, the resolve work together, pool|l FrESOUTCECS solve the hıs-
torıcal problems of Christianıity, and thırdly, 1n thıs work retaın OUr

identities, for these, 1n world that mocks unıty wiıth ItSs all-embracıng
media culture and high-rise flats, ATC mankiınd’s MOSLT preCclous P OS-
sSess10NS.

hıs conterence 15 about clearıng ground: what do INCcCAan by eccle-
s1astıcal hıstory, what 15 ıts relatıon theology and history, and classıcal
an philosophical studies read in purely secular contexts” Like rıend,
Megr Maccarrone, would also DPaYyY trıbute the INECMN ın OUTLr dıs-
cıplıne, Hubert Jedin, Hans Lietzmann, Cardınal Mercatı, and OUL Presi-
ent d’Honneur, Bakhuisen Van den Brink.

In three 4A5 President, want spread OUr deals, SCC INOTIC

Thırd World sub-comm1ss10ns, IMOIC work 1n the tield of early Christian
studies, particularly in archaeology where S1tes ATC threatened by the results
of increasıng world-populatıon. These MUSL be OUT princıpal COMN-
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Then, AaSs IT has become increasıngly clear, deal of scholarly work
15 being done ı internatıiıonal colloquıa un such 45 thıs, would
ıke SCC thıs LyYPC of iınternational collaboration SOMMEC PErMANENTL
and instiıtutional torm The qQUESLLIONS asked by hıstorilans ATC longer
princıpally parochıal 0)8 natıonal but CONCETrTN MOvement. of humanıty
continental scales Our natıonal Academies ave NOL always proved them-
selves of these developments Atter al they belong the ABC of the
Nnatıon ate, and CVCN ’Das Zeıtalter des Imperijalısmus ook forward

the of European Academy of Arts und Sclences which AIl
eEeASsStern an estern scholars Can find place

Fınally, MaYy thank the GÖörres Gesellschaft and Pontiftical Hıstorical
Institute tor AITAaNSUINS thıs splendid conference, and also the British Acade-

for theır help towards the CX ventiure of AL Dur-
ham, —9 September thıs VYCar My WAarmest SreeLNgSs yOoUu al


