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Ayus der Diskussion

WEN Nachtrag
In the VAarlıous enquirıes into leakage of intormatıion durıng the Warl, the

leakage ALl the office of the ern NUunCc1O CaIiInle under suspiclon INOTC than
ten aAgO But the WaYys of intellıgence ervices ATIrCc devious. In the
bassy the kingdom of Italy during the nıneteen thıirties W as butler wh:
regularly copıed OCUuments tor the benetit of the Italıan polıce. No ONC

W Aa detected untıl he stole the diamond necklace of the ambassador’s
daughter which W as in the embassy safe The British Foreıign Offtice atu-

rally instituted stringent enquıry NtiO the breach of securıty. But atter the
enquıry It carefully PUut about the impression that 1It needed take INOTC

precautions than before. But know from Osborne’s FreCDOTTS that they
took stringent precautions, CVCNMN the EXiIENT of makıng Osborne’s ıfe
comtortable for time.

In the charge of Hochhuth agaınst the apacy, apart from trivial 11OMN-

ıke the atıcan being sılent because of anxıety about ItSs Investments,
there ATC LW maın indiıctments. The first, and central, 15 the razzıa of the
Jews of Rome 1ın the mıddle of October 1943 In the Actes et Documents
Father Robert Graham and hıs colleagues have publıshed ımportant OCU-
un  > an ONe of exceptional iımportance dırectly bearıng uDON the affaır,
the Interview early that mornıng between the decretary of State Cardınal
Maglıone and the German ambassador the Vatıcan, Ernst V  S We17z-
säcker. Almost sımultaneously wıth the release of that document Came the
publication of Dıie Weızsäcker-Papıere 3-1  9 edited by Leonıdas ıll
1976), 4A5 SCCH trom the German embassy the atıcan. ANe consiıdered
the weıght of al thıs evidence 1n artiıcle 1n the Journal of Ecclesiastical
Hıstory, volume 28, (Aprıl “Weıizsäcker, the Vatıcan, and the
Jews of Rome  ”

Different INCN ll take ditferent moral LAaNCES about thıs atter But
z belief 15 that ıf had been Pope AL that OoOment doubt whether

should ave thought It right ACT differently. The atıcan W 9a5 LOO ate
SAaVC the lıyves of Just OVCILI 1000 Jews. But perhaps 5000 OLr 6000 Jews WEeTC

hidden a ]] VeCr Rome, and the ONC vıtal thing W as L SAa|VOC those lıyves.
In belief that 15 vVC powertul 1n favour of the behavıour of
the Holy See AL that terrible OoOment of October 1943

As the wıder charge 4A5 Poland OT the Warthegau there
NOL definıte In mınd. When ONne reads the yearnıng appeals tor help
comıng Out of the Warthegau, ONEC 15 bound wonder whether LMOTC

SpONSC could ave been given, CVCN though could NOL have help-
ed SAaVC lıves. It 1US XCl had still been Pope, ıf John had be-
COINC Pope, Cal be SUTEC that something different would ave happened.
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But whether ıf 1US XI had still been Pope the atıcan would aVe continu-
ed be the Vatıcan, 15 another questlion.

thought Proftfessor Poulat’s specech fine and tound myself 1n WAarm

agrecement wiıth It. Theoretically, that 15 constitutionally, it W as possible
elect Cardınal T1isserant Pope In March 1939 But when yOU know the
OUTCEGS of history for the MOMENT, yOoU realıze that 1t Was perfectly 1ImMpOSSI1-
ble tor T1ısserant be elected. It W as iımpossıble because of the entire his-
torıcal development of the institution In ItSs relationship ItSs polıtical and
socıal envıronment. hat 15 longer historical question about PCIrSONS,
but about the nNnature of corporatıon and of ItSs Continulty wiıthın elec-
tive SYStTEM. But wiıth Protessor Poulat warmly hıs instances.
gard the predicament of the Dutch bıshops, contronted wıth demonic
choice, 45 the MOST agonizıng moral predicament whiıch could afflict Chris-
t1an eaders 1ın time of WAaTr, an precıisely the S4a4MMeC moral predicament
contronted the Hungarıan bishops.

Intervention

It 15 Occasıonally privilege few of the Lees of distin-
guished friend, Owen Chadwick. It happens that by the fortune of WAar
W as ere 1n thıs VC place Jüne 17© 1944 hen the roles WEIC slıghtly
reversed; instead of ONC of the British dıplomats takıng refuge in the Vatı-
Can the Allıes had Just entered Rome June and SOMEeC of the (German
diıplomats of the Rome staff had decided that the Journey orth Italy
W as LOO periılous and that they dıd’nt want SLAaYy ıIn their hotels. So few
of them, whom ılhelm VO  3 Mohnen, the aSssıstant Aır attache€ and

engıneer from Mannheim, came here, an had the chance of interview-
ıng them. Can confirm that there W as thıs CUFr10US sıtuation, where the
German embassy under Weızsäcker W as the ground OOr of what 15
NO the hostel, an then there W as Slovakıan embassy the CXt tloor,
an then Vichy-French embassy, and tinally there wWAas the British embassy
al the LOP hıs Interv1ew which had wiıth VO  — Mohnen and whiıch had
been arranged by Msgr. Flaherty led gradually towards understandıng what
both the and the German embassy 1n the atıcan wanted. And lıttle
by lıttle inftormation accumulated, for about July 1 2° had long Interview
wıth Baron Reitz Frentz. st1]] PDOSSCSS the NOTte which col-
leagues an which reported the standpoint of Reıtz Frentz. He SLAaLt-
ed that the polıcy of the Holy See W as aiımed AL the reconcılıation between
Britain an Germany, because, tar 45 could learn from hım and from
Bishop Hudal, what the PAapaCcY really wanted W Aas Europe which would
SCC the Russıans far AWAY , Bıshop Hudal regarded central Europe 4A5 the
key future PCAaCC, and he hoped that there would be contederation of
Croatıa, Hungary and Austrıa. Thıs, he sald, W as what Man Yy people 1ın the
atıcan wanted. hen July 1 5° thıs W as five days before the antı-Hıt-
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ler plot lot of intormation Camme 1n which suggested that the (German
embassy 1n the atıcan might be interested 1ın discussing, in havıng quite l1-
terally something SaYy the Allıes. remember writing thıs A MeMmM-
orandum an pomnting OUL that the atıcan an here mentioned Msgr
Pancratıus Pfeiffer thought in of tryıng SEL the WAar ended wiıthin
1944, but above all tryıng keep Europe in ONC plece that It should NOL
be dominated by the Sovılet Union. thınk that thıs Was what lay ALl the
eart of the pope’s diplomacy. convınced of what have heard about
Osborne’s repOTrtS, tor when atter the WAar W Aas lookıng al the decretary of
State’s tile tor 1944, OÖONC of the first OCUMEenNnts 1n 1t WEeTIC the tull mınutes of
the Teheran conference, but they had been opened; here they WETIC,
sStar plece of intelligence, an yeL, havıng reached the German Foreıign
Minıstry, they WEIC eft the LOP of the file an looked ALl So, ıf
Osborne had NOL been extremely caretul about hıs FEDOTFTS being intercept-
ed, possibly VE sıtuatıon would AVEe arısen tor the atıcan 4A5 ell
4A5 tor himselft. hıs lınks wıth what ave already found 1n exper1-
( > ere an 1n work German Foreign Office OCuUuments atter the
WAar. have been VE glad ear thıs

June 10© 1944 SAaW Msgr. O’Flaherty an he contirmed that
Man Y Jews had been hıdden by the atıcan 1ın and around Rome. didn’t
ask much about It;, because W as interested 1ın getting ACCCS5 v Moh-
NCN, but ell remember thıs, and it W as5 also confirmed DYy Prof Yaz who
W as vVCc well-known Anglo-Italıan scholar. When SAaW VO Weizsäcker
July 22nd 1944, the German embassy Aa foreseen 1n the memorandum which

had written, Lan us (and still have the telephone number: 1t W as Vat-
ican 636) an saıd that they had “something important tell the Allıes”.
hat W as the afternoon of July 215t 1944 It W as the tiıme, when the antı-
Hıtler plot W as 1n the balance, an they WEeTrTC MOSLT aNX10US that they should
NOL be sent back Germany Aa SOMMC SOTrT of x0o0od ıll DESLULCE, because
they WEeEIC all ınvolved, al EXCEDL the consul general (Wenger) and SOINC
others whom they managed SEL OUutL of the WAdY. went OWN 1n the after-
OÖOQN about 3.30 July 22nd and had long talk wıth Van Kessel, the first
EcretarYy, and then al ea-time the ambassador Weizsäcker Came 1n
had l wiıth hım 1n the mıddle of the WAar, absolutely astonıshing! and
he AL towards the end of the CONversatıon sa1d: “You know that haven’t
OoOne VC much about the Jews, but then the internatıional Red Cross
hasn’t, an the atıcan hasn’t spoken OUtT, and therefore what Can
do>„ remember thıs V dıstinctly an It OWN 1n I
(Those FreEDOTTS ATC published 1in the “American Foreıign Affaırs”, vol 1,
522—-529.) So yOU ave the LW sıdes of the CadCl, and there perhaps 15 ınk
1n thıs wıth what YOU, Professor Chadwick, WEOEIC sayıng.
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ROBERT Intervention

'The question of dıplomatıc intercepted and deciphered Dy the
m ıIn wartıme (Or 1n peace) VE iımportant tor historians.
We aVvVe already heard ere about “hermeneutics” 1n history. Now, Aa
ave earned from Professor Frend, the British miınıster the Holy NSee
during World War IL, Sır D’Arcy Osborne NCW that hıs telegrams WEeIC

being “  read” by the IN He therefore drafted hıs telegrams wıth thıs
danger 1n miınd. It W as also OCCasıon tor hım insert misleadıng intor-
matıon designed set the possıble intruder off the track. Osborne W as NOL
alone ave face thıs predicament. It 15 incumbent the hiıstorian NOL

attach LOO ıteral importance such MCSSaHCS, but subject them 1N-
tellıgent ‘hermeneutics”. How Nan y crıtics do that?

It 15 only 1n recent that AaVve been told the EXtENT of the inter-
ceptions practiced by both sıdes during the WAar (Ultra, Magıc, etc.) In the
WAar an also atter the Wal, the tightest SCCIECY W as maıntaiıned this
eratıon. It W as hıghly iımportant that the In chould NOL be allowed
learn that hıs WeTrc intercepted. Hence ensued systematıc pPrÖ-
CCS of camouflage an concealment. Offticial reCDOTFTS WEIC made S1VINg
SpUurl10us explanations of dec1ısıons AaN! intentl10ons. Later, these officijal (and
mendacı10us) reports WeTIC trustingly read by authorized editors of Official
Hıstories. Now, It aAaPPCAars that ıIn Man Y these otticıal vers10ns, COM-

posed 1n the heat of WAar conceal| the real facts, MUSLT be rewrıtten. We
aVe assısted ALl verıtable polsoning of the wells And f the officıal hıstori1-
ans ATC easıly deceived, what of the beginner, workıing subject
hım still quıte new” The problem 15 all the greater because of the increasıng
asses of documentatıon ODCN an Yy doctoral candıdate tor hıs research.
ven experienced scholars aVe been misled by failing take into ACCOUNLTL
what W as should ave been uppermOSt habıtually 1n the communıcatıon
between ambassador and hıs Mıiınıister.

The cshadow of possible an EvVvCcn probable interceptions ‘herefore hung
Ver CVCILY cıphered dispatch. Imagıne then the posıtiıon of the Cardıinal Se-
Cretary of State, drafting INCSSaHC NUNCIO 1n Germany, Great Brıi-
taın Budapest Washington, an 1C€ It W as early known 1n the
atıcan that the Italıan secret SeErVvViCce (Servizıo Intormazıonı Miılıtare

WerTrec In pOssession of the Vatıcan’s code. In tact the Italıans had the
codes of MOSLT of the important dıplomatic M1SS10ONS 1n Rome. specıal SCC-

t1on W 4S VC adept al breakıng Into diplomatic M1SS1O0NS, openıing the safe
where the code book W as supposedly safely guarded, photographing the

an the of an Y other correspondence found there at-
ter which they could replace everything an depart In Rome, know, the
British embassy, the French embassy and the Ameriıcan embassy WEeETIC sub-
Ject thıs Lireatment wiıth er10us CONSCQUECNCCS tor dıplomatıc and miılıtary
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sıtuati1ons. SIr d’Arcy Osborne’s < butler, planted by (they first
harassed and drove OUutL hıs old faithful cook and thereby created VaACaNClcYy
ıIn Osborne’s houshold) waıted each afternoon untiıl hıs aster took the
dog OUuL for alk 1ın the atıcan gardens. He removed the code book
from ItSs supposed “secure” place an brought 1t OUuLt waılting
photographer. The job had be Oone 1ın three SUCCESSIVE OCCAaS10NsS.

Unmiuistakable proof that trom 1943 onward, it NOL before, the Italıans
easıly read everything Osborne sent In code, Camme atfter the W3  H The
Roman NCWSDPaAaAPCI “al Messagero”, publıshed INanYy of Osborne’s telegrams
in full Subsequently, when the Publıc Record Offtice released Osborne’s
pOTTS, It W 4a5 SCCH that indeed the documents of . Il Messagero” WEeEeTIC abso-
lutely authentic. The COUD of In stealıng (copyıng) Osborne’s book
had er10us implıcations. When 1ın July-August 1943 the emıissarıes of the
Badoglıo OVveErNMENT wanted SU«C tor PCACC, possibly through Osborne,
they had WAarn Osborne an CVEIrYONC else iınvolved, NOL usec an Y
coded I8 the Italıans WETIC “readıng” Allıed3 the (Ger-
Mans, LOO, powertully ensconced Monte Cavo overlookıng Rome, WEIC

possıbly intercepting Osborne. At ONC pomnt Osborne 1ın MCSSAHC
VWhıtehall denied rumors that an Yy Italıans had approached hım intervene
for It W as delıberate talsıfıcation, tor the Germans. But
NOVICE naturally takes It AL face value.

How the Italıans (and the Germans) WEIC able decipher the Vatıcan’s
z Incomıng an: outgomng 15 NOL clear. ÖOne version 15 that the
NECWESLT anN! best cıpher W as betrayed by unworthy and venal| atıcan
ployee. Another 15 that the codes WEeEeTIC LOO sımple ın the first place (the Ital-
1ans 1n the tirst world WAar regularly deciphered Vatıcan messages) and
could be broken by the usual scientitic intuıtional techniques. Another
explanation which eem entirely credible 15 that the sımply burglar-
ized the atıcan 1n the S4ame WaAYy 1t had broken into the British, French,
Amerıcan and other embassıes. hıs lıklıhood becomes less iımprobable
when consıder that the chief of the Publıic Securıty 1n the atıcan W as
hımself member of the A the Italıan secret polıce.

The publıshed exchanges of the papal Secretarıate of State wıth the
atıcan representatıves abroad ATC understandably characterized by
restrained language, especlally In milıtary mMatters but also 1n polıtical and
CVCNMN relig10us 1SSUES. Names WeTrT«eCc mentioned the mınımum possıble
(Nomina SUNtTL od10sa). Here obviıously 15 challenge tor the er10us student
of atıcan relatiıons who might possibly certaın OCCAS10ONSs CEXDECL LMOTEC

forthright an explicıt language. The “hermeneutics” of dıplomatiıc history,
1n short, MUSLT o1VE INOTEeC importance the influence of the dangers of 1N-
terceptions than historians ave thus tar accorded It.

Protessor Frend referred also, 1n hıs PapCr, the margınal that
ONC finds In dıplomatıc reEDOTTS conserved 1n the Publıic Record Offtice. It
W as Foreign Office practice tor advısers officials PUL their personal
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Op1In10NSs repOTrtS, under theır OW): sıgnature. These briet ATIC

indeed interesting, often amusıng and EVCN MOTC often startlıng. Their
Iue 15 NOL A EXpressS1ONs of polıcy but rather A indiıcatiıons and reflections
of the intiımate sentiments an mentalıty of personnel. Can yOU imagıne
what Lord Vansıttart could ave sald, an did SaY , about the Pope, Val-

1Q0US Occasıons? But ONC O€s NOL ave cıte the piıcturesque Janguage otf
Vansıttart tind SIrONg antı-Italıan and antı- Vatıcan OpIN10NS 1ın these
margınal hat the should be antı-Italıan 15 understandable,
SinCce Italy W a5 declared belligerent m But these ATrCc also
noteworthy tor revealıng SIroNg COnNvıctiıon In cırcles that 1n the final
analysıs, the Holy Nee 15 Italıan instıtution. The Pope an: hıs aıdes, al
Italıans, WEeTC Italıan first an Catholic second. Hence, when the Pope
spoke, he spoke because Mussolıinı had whispered 1n hıs Car what SaYyı In
the COUTSC of the WAar, consequently, It Can be saıd that nearly CVCIY ZESLUCCE,
CVCLIY rEqUESLT, made Dy the Pope the British government w as refused (or
delayed OLr suspect) because of the insuperable convıctıon that Musso-
lını stood behind the papal

In the early of the Wal, when Lord Halıtax W Aas Foreign Secretary,
thıs antı- Vatıcan sentiment w S NOL much 1ın evidence eXcept thanks
the dissents wrıtten by Halıtax himselt the OpIn10NS of hıs antı- Vatıcan
aıdes). Wırth the comıng of Anthony Eden, the basıc antı- Vatıcan sentiment
of the Camlec agaın the surtace. In 1944 the Pope himself, 1n deliıcate
language, had lament Osborne that unfortunately the good relatıons
between Brıtain an! the Holy Nee WEeTreC longer 45 effective ASs they had
been 1n the first of hıs pontificate. How far Eden chared thıs antı- Vat-
ican sentiment needs closer examınatıon. It 15 sufficıently evident that thıs
CUr10US form of “No Popery  A  > prevaıled 1n the lower echelons. And thıs w as

tully realized ıIn the atıcan where ONC OCCAaS1ON, Msgr Tardını noted
that the British had “{ixatiıon” (chiodo [1SSO) that the atıcan 15 only the
instrument of Mussolını.

hıs aSPECL of British-Vatıcan relatıons has hardly been studıied. It did
NOL COIMNNC the surface, thanks the discretion of EVEIrVONC concerned. It
w 25 betrayed by London and, EXCEDL tor the one-time complaınt of
1US X I1 In 1944, it w as played OWN by the atıcan. Yet it existed and thıs
antı- Vatıcan sentiment 15 easıly evident In the systematıc rejection by the
Foreign Office of Man y of the desıres of the Pope ıIn the interest of
hıs mı1ssıon of an

Prot Frend referred hıs < personal wartıme (counter-intelligence)
experiences 1ın Rome 1ın 1944, when he W as able interrogate certaın Ger-
iIna  —_ personalıties an officıials. Those safely residing In the atıcan WEeEeIC

ready talk, includıng the Reich ambassador Ernst VO Weizsäcker. We
hope that Prof. Frend’s repOrts ALl the tiıme Can eventually be made publıc.
He also mentioned the amlece of Bıshop Aloıs Hudal, rectitor of the “Anıma?”.

would recommend cautiıon an perspective 1n hıs regard. Bıshop Hudal
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W a a well-known would-be “bridge-builder” Natıonal Socı1alısm. For
thıs frcason he had standıng and hearıng 1n the Vatıcan, least of all
wıth 1US XI It 15 CaS Y demonstrate that Bishop Hudal (the “Anıma?” 15

church and hostel for German-speakıing pilgrims, tourIısts and students)
anN! 1US X I1 had absolutely nothing in COININON ın their Judgments Na-
tional Socıalısm.


