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had the duty of reviewıng Jedin’s volumes Aa they appeared, and
therefore had the duty of comparıng hıs conclusions wiıth SOMCEC of the
The only tıme that he disturbed 4A5 reviewer W as in the artıcle ın
Kıiırche des Glaubens about Kırchengeschichte als Heıilsgeschichte, because

SCC Church Hıstory 45 part of Profangeschichte and 1n thıs mighty debate
wholly the sıde of Protessor Conzemius. But opınıon of the Hıs-

LO of the Councıl 15 that it 15 lastıng of hıistorical endeavour;
aM though knew the InNnan ftormed the impression trom hıs wrıting
that thıs W as NOL only historian but delightful an humane PCrSON. Ac-
cordingly proposed unıversıity, behalt of the Faculty of Hıstory
an NOL the Faculty of Theology, that he should reCelive trom the unıversıity
the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters. He died before an Y decısıon
could be taken that proposal; that CAannoOoL SaYy that he died, A De-
ıtle dıed, hıs WaYy receıve honorary degree al Cambridge. But pCI-
haps the knowledge that thıs proposal W as made ll help underlıne the
international iımportance of the INan whom CO  rat

In the atıcan the British kept, NOL ambassador which hıstory and
publıc opınıon would NOL allow, but mıiınıster, d’Arcy Osborne. In June
1940, when Italy Camme into the WAar, he moved Into tlat 1n the Convent of
Santa-Marta insıde atıcan Cıity The British OVErNMENT discussed wheth-

ıt W as sensıble immure official of theır Foreign Office ın
clave insıde In territory an decıded that he ought STaYy.

At first he W Aas VCc lıttle use. But from the late autumn of 1940 he be-
Saln send FreEDOTS regularly London, usıng the atıcan diplomatic bag;
for the Italıan OVerNMENT would NOL rESDECL the Lateran LrCALYy of 9729
sufficıiently allow representatives accredıted the Pope, have tree
communıcatıon wiıth hostiıle OVErNMENEIS. These FrCDOTTS ATC NO accessible
in the Publıc Record Office ALl Kew and make interesting evidence war-
tiıme Rome.

Osborne tound that he had Ost of minor mMattiers hıs hands He
MUSLT L Ü pacıfy the Pope OVvVer British actl1ons 1n the WAafr, ıke the expul-
S10N of m1ssıONArıles from Ethiopia Italıan Somalıland. He MUSL L
pacıfy the Pope OVECTLT British awkwardness ver the atıcan representatıve

the Polish OVeErNMENL 1ın exıle. He MUSLT C pacıfy the Pope OVeCTLT the
British restraınts free communıcatıon wiıth Catholic bıshops insıde terr1-
LO newly occupıied Dy the British AL} my But much hıs MOSLT important duty



1472 WEN CHADWICK

w asS the attempt usSc the Pope in the interests of the British Wr effort,
an StOP the Pope being sed 1n the interests of the German Italıan
WAar effort.

The German and Italıan ambassadors demanded that the Pope PrOtest
it the British a! Amerıcan bombers destroyed Monte Cassıno, kılled
monks an NUuNsS an the Archbishop of Regg10 Calabrıa, and destroyed
eroOus churches and hospitals an five Capuchin athers WEeEIC buried
der the rulns of theır church 1n Turın. The Pope, however Url0us he might
teel, OLr however insane he thought the actıon (as he thought ver Monte
Cassıno) always refused PrOotest lest he Z1Ve political advantage ONe

sıde an abandon the rig1d neutralıty which seemed be hıs only PrOtEeC-
tion.

In Just the SAa WaYy Osborne’s duty W as persuade the Pope speak
Out publıcly an condemn ACTIS by (Germans OTLr Italıans; the bombing of
Coventry; the treatment of occupied France; OTr the Nazı methods of
wagıng WAar upON cıyılıan populatıons; 0)8 Nazı behavıour 1n Poland; Na-
71 behavıour the Jews In the ast ÖT elsewhere. He achieved extremely
lıttle UCCEC5SS wiıth these appeals because he always Cam«ec agalnst the doc-
trıne that the strictest neutralıty W a the only possıble WaY behave 1n
these condıtıons where both sıdes WEeTC pressing wıth vehement
that the other sıde be condemned. Nevertheless, It 15 CaS Y imagıne the
LtONE of the repOrts that Came«e OUut of Rome ın CONSEQUENCC of these faılures
an thıs polıcy. And it 15 Ca y record the and fury 1ın the mM1-

wriıtten in desks 4L the Foreign Office.
Laskey

SOILY record of capıtulation German aMn threats. The
MOSLT that Cal hbe sa1d 15 that the ope’s utterances WEeTC usually direct-
ed agalnst the Nazıs an Fascısts rather than ourselves, but theır LONE

W as ıld 4S make lıttle impression either sıde hıs t1MOrOUuUS
attıtude AappCAars AVE COSL the Koman Catholic Church large Dart
of ItS prestige a! influence Evcn 1n Italy  9

Pıerson Dıxon Osborne’sI for 1941
“Useful 45 comprehensıve record of Papal pusillanımıty during the

371/33436VCar of the W ar tor the Allıes.”
Osborne Anthony Eden, 23 Junı 1942

“The caretul preservation of polıtical neutralıty and the assertion of
purely spirıtual authorıity ave inevıtably iınvolved the abandonment of
moral leadership an the resultant atrophy of the moral influence of
the apacy. To thıs the Pope would reply that he has frequently and
openly condemned maJor offences agalnst moralıty 1n wartıme. It 15
Lrue that he has one OCccasıon and 1n general 9 but the
aNSWETI 15 that the recıtal of the Decalogue 15 NOL moral leadershiıp an
that unıversal paternity oe€es NOL preclude particular rCproOÖf„

380/36
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Vansıttart, December 1940
“The atıcan CannOL possıbly become INOTEC teeble than It 15  ”

371/24967/554
Mınute by Meade 1ın Foreign Office, August 1947

“Papal tiımıdıty becomes EeEver INOTC blatantly despicable.”
Osborne Eden 371/37558 summary

The Pope 15 InNnan of “natural caution”. Secondly he MUSLT consıder
how anythıng he SayS ll the weltare of Catholics. Thirdly he
15 determined PFESCIVEC “meticulous neutralıty 1n the interests of
possıble mediation for peace.”
“Thıis policy has straıned the loyalty of Catholics ın the occupijed COUN-

trıes, impaired the moral authority of the Holy dee, an compromised
the ope’s PFrOSDECLS of mediation. In fairness, It should be added that
the Axıs Powers ATC also eritical of the ope’s polıcy of sılence, CSPC-
cially of hıs retusal declare the Russıan WAaTr crusade.”

Osborne Eden, 15 December 1942 (he had Intervi1iew wiıth Tardını)
“I enquired whether the enormıty of Hıtler’s PrEeSCNL campaıgn of
termınatıon of the Jews of Europe W as NOL realiısed ere an: whether
the Pope W as NnOL going take notice of 1t?”

Mgr Tardıni saı1d that they WEeTC doing AAl they could, especıially ın
lovakıa and Croatıa.

Osborne saı1d “T‘his W as longer question of local tinkering. It
W as question of takıng publıc attıtude maJor crıme agalnst hu-
manıty”

He had the sensatıon that Tardını half-agreed wiıth hım about the
Pope sılence. But, reported Osborne Eden —_ thınk he knows that
the Pope 15 NOL lıkely do anythıng an 1n these Circumstances that
he hımselt 15 helpless”.
ave quoted enough, perhaps INOTEC than enough, cshow how the

desks ıIn the Foreign Office Wer«e forming unfavourable VIEW, ECVCnN vVC
unfavourable VIEW, of the sılence of Pope 1US X I1 Aa described 1n CL
borne’s FreCDOTTS from Rome.

For turther lıght uUuDON thıs atter MUSLT 110 Lfurn VE ditferent
subject: Osborne’s of communıcatıon wıth London.

The Italıans refused the tree communıtıcatıon of the ope’s CHVOYS int-
ed al ıIn the Lateran LrCATLY. Therefore the Pope oftered the UuUsSeC of the Vatı-
can’s dıplomatic bag hıs W AasSs NOL CasS Y because of the tall of France. Os-
borne letter, SAVC It the Secretarlat of State; It WwWwent either Dy Da-
pal courlier Berne, by papal courlıer Lisbon; an usually the Berne
correspondence went afterwards by Lisbon. There It W3AS handed ver by
the papal NUnNCIO the British, who PUL It In their dıplomatıc bag The bags
went alternately Berne and Lisbon. It could NOL quıte be predicted
when they would S0, and that often rush AL the Aast miınute.
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TOmM the full of Osborne’s repOTrts, ONC thing stands OUut VeC
clearly; sborne, NOL slowly, realized that hıs secret reDOTTS WEeIC being
tampered wiıth. The evidence VAarıoOus hints and cConversatıon wiıth
hıs Amerıcan colleague. On September 1943 the Germans invaded Rome

take VeCr the CIty from the Italıans wh wanted el OUutLt of the WAarT. On
the aAX10M that they WEeTC SUIC violate the neutralıty of the Vatıcan, CVCIY
embassy an legatıon AL the atıcan destroyed ItSs cyphers wiıth ONC CD-
tıon, the British. He destroyed hıs card-indexes and an y archives that WEerTr«Cc

nNnOL INNOCUOUS, but NOL hıs cyphers. We NOW trom Osborne’s etters that
he thought that ıf the time CaImInlec when raıd of the Gestapo invaded the
Vatıcan, he would NOL aVvVe time destroy the cyphers. Yet when the Ger-
INans appeared ALl the of the atıcan he W as the only NOL de-

hat Can only INCcAan OnN«Cc thing He did NOL mınd ıf the (Germans or
hold of hıs cyphers.

hen from other OUTCC5 know that Osborne did certaın things of
high importance an danger. For example, trom hıs flat 1n Santa-Marta,
where hıs CVCIY IMOVC W 9a5 watched by talıan ag eNTIS, he mounted Ta-
tion help British prisoners of WAar who had escaped 1n Italy, wıth tood,
medical supplıes an hıs aAaPDPCAarrs nowhere In Osborne’s recpOTrtS,
an theretore he NECW It LOO dangerous commıt the ope’s dıplomatiıc
bag In the last weeks before the Italıan armıstice 1n September 1943, (Os-
borne W as ONCc of the of communıcatıon between the British SOVCIN-
ment an Marshal Badoglıo; but ÖOoN«C ot thıs appCars ıIn hıs OW repOTrtS V1a
the papal dıplomatıc bag

It 15 clear, Osborne AL tirst. suspected that hıs cyphers WEeIC read an! la
er w as SUTIC hıs cyphers WEeTrTrC read And therefore it opened hım the POS-
sıbılıty of being of unusual service the British people. For if the Italıans

(Germans OT both WeTITC readıng hıs coded an yeLr they dıd NOL

know that he knew they WEeEeTIC readıng hıs coded MESSAYCS, he had the
chance of feeding them wiıth inftormatıon which, ıf NOL false, might Al least
be misleadıng.

So into these repOrTtS fınd, when ook AL them 1n thıs NC lıght,
lot of interesting informatıon.

The Italıans COIMNC extraordinarıly ell OuLt of Osborne’s repOrtS Lon-
don
He keeps sayıng how much good the Pope has Oone by hıs relief Ta-
t10NS for talıan prisoners. He tells how the atıcan 15 doing a ]] It Can for
the Italıan cıyılıans cornered In Somalıland and Ethiopia.
We keep being told how useless the Pope 15 the Allıed because
he (the ope always speaks 1n such sybıllıne words.
He keeps tellıng of the quarrels between Great Britain and the atıcan
VLr the mi1ssıOoNArıles 1n the Near Aast.
He 15 VE caretful In hıs reDOrtS deny Frumours that might hurt the
Pope in the CYCS of the Italıan people, that the Pope has COINC
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secret agreement wiıth the Russıans
He SayS how g00d the relationship between the Vatıcan an the Vichy
Overnment 15
When Al ast he or leave tor 4SS1ISLANLTL COINC ACTrOSS5 Italy ftrom SWIt-
zerland the Vatıcan, he makes PO1NT, hıs IT London, that
the polıceman W as discreet an unobtrusive
If something SOCS badly the relatıons between the atıcan and
Italy, he take the blame upON himselt For example, escaped

took refuge the atıcan The Italıans demanded hıs extradiı-
LION Very reluctantly and only under the Secretarıat of State
obeyed internatıonal law an refused let hım but hıs IL
Osborne Says refused let hım Osborne of COUTSC had such
W of refusal And thıs CasSC, an! that of the handful of PFTISONCIS
who took refuge atıcan Osborne instantly proposed
change wiıth Italıan 0)18 German PFISONCIS

All thıs evidence, sCCNH thıs lıght, makes IT clear what Osborne W as

IY. do He realızed that the S1LUALION W asS of exceptional INSECUFCITY
INnaYy ask what Churchill would ave thought of (Gserman ambassador

lıying al through the WAar AL Lambeth Palace and he knew that IT W as

widely believed Italy that they WeTC est of At ll he MUSLT

ProtecL the atıcan He MUSLT IT the INOTC EXiIremMme utterances of
Monsıgnor ‚Tardını, the stil] INOTEC CXLrTrCIMe utterances of Cardıinal T1sse-
rant He MUST keep Sayıng how much g0o0od the Pope reliet OPpCratioONs ATC

doing tor Italıans He MUSLT keep SLrESSINS the absolute neutralıty of the
Pope amıd the WAaINNg NAatLiOnNs He MUSLT keep Sayıng how useless AdIC the
Pope utterances the Allıed Cause At an y i1inufe the atıcan could be
taken Over and the Pope become real hat would be calamıty
for the Allıes. The Pope could NOL SaYy much it anythıng, but W as symbol
of ıUuSLiCE and and civilızed WaYys of Wagıng W3  } He W as revered by
IManYy Italıans who did NOL want be ı thıs Wal, and trom hıs UNYy neutral
State, intested wiıth > there existed relief OpeCration for British escaped
PTI1ISONCIS And 4L least, when Mussolıinı W Aas about be overthrown, an
had been overthrown the British Mınıster could become secret channel of
OMMUNICALION between London and the NCW Italıan eaders At a ]]
the Pope MUSLT be protected trom take ver Osborne realiızed that hıs
peculıar SILUALLION where he reDOTTS tor London cypher, an
NCW that they WEeTIC read by In CYCS, and believed that those m
CYVCS did NOL know that he knew that they WEeTIC readıng them SaVC hım
specıially advantageous S1ILUALLION for ProteCclng the Pope

Now do NOL want SUggEST YOU that Osborne reCDOTTS WEeEeTIC

Lrue Of COUTI'SC he MUSL feed London wıth what W as S Of COUTSEC he
knew that it he started tell lıes the 1€eS$ would be spotted and thıs PaMC
would be AL end What he saıd VW S The Pope bel1ıeved neutralıty
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be the only possıble polıcy. The Pope thought that if he saıd LOO specific
things about Poland he could only hurt the Poles

The Pope thought that it he saıd LOO specific things about the Jews he
could only arm the Jews.

The Pope by NAaLUre W a5 NOL torcıble INa  S

But in the last VYCAar of Osborne’s lıfe, when he had for Man y been
lıving 1n retirement 1n Rome, Hochhuth published hıs onslaught
the wıickedness of Pope 1US A for hıs sılence an hıs cowardıce; an (Os-
borne, unlıke hımselt ıIn hıs retırement, stepped OUuL tor the ast tiıme before
the public, an letter the

By NALUTEe Osborne W as OMNC of those who could SCC lıttle practical use In
the Pope speakıng OU  — We know thıs trom hıs arguments wiıth the French
ambassadors. He had vVC g00d relatiıons wiıth Charles-Roux, ambassador

1940, an then wıth d’Ormesson, ambassador during 1940; wıth Leon
Berard, the ambassador of Vichy, he would have nothıng do But both
Charles-Roux an d’Ormesson thought that the Pope should speak OuL

agalnst aggression INOTC than he did Osborne steadıly doubted their Opın-
10N2.

Hıs POSL-War Judgment W 3as thıs (Tımes, May 1US X I1 W

charged wiıth being coo]| d?plomat AaN: NOLT INan oft WAarm humanıty:
“So far trom being cool| (which, SUDPOSC, implıes cold-blooded an
inhumane) 1US OT1 W 9a5 the IMOSL warmly humane, kındly, CIrOUS,
sympathetic (and incıdentally saıntly) character that 1t has been
privilege mMmeelt 1n the COUTISC of long ıte know that hıs sensıtive
nature W5 acutely aM incessantly alıve the tragıc volume of human
suffering caused by the WAafr, and wiıthout the slıghtest doubt, he would
aVve been ylad g1Vve hıs ıtfe redeem humanıty trom Its e..

JUENCECS. And thıs quıte iIrrespective of Nationalıty OTr Faıith But what
could he effectively do >”

Osborne agreed that the Pope W as concerned PIFCSCIVC meticulous
neutralıty In the hope of being able mediate. He agreed that he lıked the
(GGerman people, AL least admıred German Catholıics. There W a5 doubt
that the Pope belıeved that he belıeved himselt ave condemned Nazısm
1ın hıs Christmas MCSSAHC. Osborne confessed that the condemnatıon W as

“clearcut an unequıvocal”, and that the Pope language W as .  tOO
often prolix an obscure that It W as difficult EXIraClt hıs meanıng trom
ItSs EXIraneOUS verbal envelope”. But, conclude Osborne, “I tee] SUTEC that
the Pope 1US X I1 has been grossiy misjudged and MOSL unfairly CON-
demned 1n Herr Hochhuth’s drama?”. Osborne ended by tellıng the world
that he W AasSs NOLT hımselt Roman Catholic.

hus the Lru€e inwardness of Osborne’s rCDOTTS cshows why the Foreign
Office stattf such fierce agalnst the Pope. Chey thought the
Pope Vweak because they had Osborne’s reDPOTrTtS which they did NOL yeLr
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know WEIC wrıtten for the beneftit of the Italian Overnment. Osborne
wanted the Italıans thıink the Pope useless the Allıes that the Vatı-
Can Cı1ty could remaın 1ın being and unoccupiled.


