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On Sunday, 21st January H657 Pope Alexander VII noted in hiıs Dıary
that he had paıd VISIt the Roman church of Marıa in Portico1. Some
ten later, Father Marraccı, ONe of the priests iın charge of the church
Aat the tıme, fuller ACCOUNT of the PUrpOSC and CIrcumstances of the
ope’s visıtatıon In the YSt YCar of Alexander pontificate the CIty
of Rome W 45 by the plague. 'The epıdemi1c reached Rome from
Naples 1n May 1656 und continued unabated tor everal months. Besides
instigatıng sanıtary Pope Alexander called the people of Rome

PIay tor divine a1d aın ordered that the Blessed Sacrament cshould remaın
exposed 1N LW churches 1n the CIty day On July 17, the fteast cele-
brating the miraculous APPCAaATaNce of the 1cConN of Marıa 1n Portico
Saılnt Galla Patrızıa which W ds supposed ave occurred
that ate 1n 5724 the priests of the church distributed eaflets hıch WEeIiIC

printed Ppraycdcr the Mother of God intercede agaınst the plague,
chort descr1ıption of theır image of the Vırgin and Child, an ACCOUNT

of the miracles already performed through ie For fortnight crowds
Came the church of Marıa 1N Portico PIAaYy and lıght candles before
the revered 1CON. Then, fearıng contagıon, Alexander VII had the church
closed. Still, the people of Rome continued PIAaYy Mary intercede
agaınst the epidemic. After securıng papal permi1ssıon November 29
1656, the Conservatorı, the zoverning body of the CIty, CAalille privately

Krautheimer and ones, The Dıary otf Alexander VE Notes Art,
rtists an Buildings, 1n Römiuisches Jahrbuch für Kunstgeschichte der Bibliotheca
Hertziana 15 (4975) 204, n

There A4ATe LW seventeenth CENTULCY histories of Marıa ın Portico: Matraıa, Hıstor1ia
della miracolosa iımmagıne della Vergine Marıa detta Marıa 1n Portico (Rome 1627

Marraccı, Memorie dı Marıa 1n Portico (Rome The latter W.as reprinted with
by Corrado in Rome 1n 180 Eighteenth CENTLULCY works the church include
Erra, Storia dell’ımmagine, chiesa d; Marıa 1ın Campitell:ı (Rome and

Gianniınt, Ot1z1ıe istoriche sincere ed C211 prodig1iosa iımmagıne di
Marıa 1n Portico dı Campitelli. . . ome 1798 New contributions WEEIC made by

Pasqualı, Le memoriıe dı Marıa 1n Portico 1n Omobono S la prossıma edızıione
d; un StOr1a completa della miracolosa ıimmagıne (Kome Pasqualı, Marıa
1n Portico nella Storia dı Roma dal secolo VI al ome 1902/4); iıdem, Memorie
Ins1gnN1 dı Marıa 1n Portico 1n Campitell: ome

Marraccı (note 1) /
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the church of Marıa 1n Portico the teast of the Immaculate Concep-
t10n, December Sy an made VO build Aa votıve offering for PTro-
ection agalnst the plague INOTE honourable an worthy setting for the
1CON. 'To INan y it seemed A though the epidemic began decline from that
day

Not long atterwards Pope Alexander VII intervened. Fırst, Ande told,
he had VAarıous architects consıder an Casure the sıte of the church an Its
surroundıng neighbourhood When Alexander visıted the church 21st
January, 1695/, he could SCC tor himself what It W as ıke and he W as NOLT
satıshed wıth its in the mıdst of crowded neighbourhood, the sıte W as
rather dirty, ıle and ıll-adapted the plans for SUMPIUOUS large NC
church he had 1ın mind; indeed, he had already had SOMME drawıngs made tor
the L11C building by EXDEIT archıitects that 1S, by Carlo Raıinaldı an hıs
assıstants. Consequently, Alexander had Carlo Rainaldı rebuild the church
of Marıa iın Campıtellı, hıch W 4s NOLT for away ?, which the title
of Marıa ın Portico W as transterred ın June 1662 The 11Cc church W as

completed 1ın 1683, the prec10us 1con set amıd Baroque v1sıon of the
heavens openıing; It 15 stil] there today In the meantıme, the old church of

Marıa 1n Portico, renamed atter Saınt Galla, W demolished ın the late
seventeenth CENTLUCY an rebuilt by the Odescalch:; tamıly ; it has 1n 1tSs Lurn
been destroyed.

Among the architectural drawıngs NO ın the Chigi volumes 1N the
Vatıcan Library there ATre everal related Alexander rebuilding of

Marıa 1in Campitellı 8. Most refer Carlo Rainaldı’s proJects for the
NC church, but ONC, the YSt 1ın the ser1es, would SCCIN be drawıng of
the old church of Marıa 1n Portico? (Fıg It cshows the plan of church
and Its adjacent StruCcTtLures, drawn 1n ınk an reddish-brown wash: the High

„A tal? effetto, avendo prıima da diversi Architetti fatto considerare, misurare il
S1TtO dı questa Contrada, PCI SaPCIC, CI proposıto PCI quello, che voleva fare ..
Marraccı (note 100

9 ® restÖ Sua2 Beatiıtudine POCO sodisfatta di quel luog0 PCI tTrOPPO SEZUESLFALO
dal cCommerc10, ed alquanto sordido, vıle, (> 1insomma POCO proposıto peCr tarvı la
fabbrica, che pretendeva, la quale secondo disegni tattı tare all’ora daı piu perit1 In-
gegnier1, doveva EsSsSeCeTE molto grande, Marraccı (note 101

For the church built by Carlo Rainaldi Marıa 1n Campitelli, Ferraıront,
Marıa 1ın Campitell: Le Chiese dı Roma Illustrate 33) (Rome Wittkower,

Carlo Rainaldi an: Roman architecture ot the full Baroque, 1n : Art Bulletin (1937)
D e Tome:t, Contributi d’Archivio: seicento LOMMAaNO. Documentiı sulla fabbrica di

Marıa ın Campitelli, ın Palladio HL, VI (1938) DD ABl Argan, Marıa 1n
Campitellı, 1n * Commentarı I1 (1960)

0 Krautheimer and Jones note 247% n  y 574
Pasqualı( 1 Pasqualı (1923)) ot. nOote
atıcan Library, Chigi VILL 1 9 ftols 101
atıcan Library, Chigi An 10, tols O1 102 the whole drawıng

1.245 0.80
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Altar 15 abelled “ Altare della adonna”. The surroundıng neighbourhood
15 also cshown 1n ink, wiıth, behind the church, walled garden (suitably
painted an brown) and SOTNC houses, marked 45 belonging the
Fathers of Marıa in Portico. The church the “Strada che dalla
Pıazza della Madonna del Sole Pıazza Montanara”. Behind It 15

z colo ın diazzetta; the zcOolo leads the right another prazzetta
and then third, hıch 15 ıdentified 4A5 that in front of the church of

Niıcola 1n Carcere. On the Tempesta MapPp of Rome, made in 1593,
Marıa 1ın Portico small urch wıth NAaVC, Ahal Romanesque

ell-tower 15 cshown the rıght of Pıazza Montanara and the Theatre of
Marcellus 1 On the Magg1-Maupin-Losı Map of Rome of 1625 the church
of Marıa iın Portico, wıth its Romanesque bell-tower, ADPCAals the right
of Pıazza Montanara an Nıcola in Carcere, hıch 15 VeELY close It-

Marıa 1ın Portico Street hıch L1UNS straight from Pıazza Mon-
Lanara AT the toot of the Capıitoline Hill, the SQUaIC 1n £ront of Marıa
in Cosmedin and Marıa de]l Sole11. This STIreet corresponds wıth that
marked in front of the church the Chigi plan, runnıng from Pıazza della
Madonna del Sole Pıazza Montanara. The general locatıon 1S, besides,
that y1ven for Marıa in Portico owards the Velabrum and NOT tar from

Nıcola 1n Carcere by Fra arıano in hıs Itınerary 0} +he Cıty of Rome
of 151812 Thus, I clear that the Chigı drawıng repreSeCNtSs the old
urch of Marıa 1n Portico.

IThe plan 15 proviıded wıth scale in palmı YOMANL and
iırregularıities iındicate that It 15 careful SULVCY drawıng and NOT Just
schematic sketch It would iındeed SCCI1L be the result of the SULVCY made
by the VAarıo0us architects Pope Alexander VII sent consıder and EC4ASUTEC

the sıte between Sth December, 1656 and hıs OW VISITt the church
2iSt January, 1657

The Chigi plan 71 VeS SOM clear iındicatıons of what the church of
Marıa iın Portico W as iıke in 6—/ (Fıg It W as entered through three

doorways 1n Its tacade an W as aıd OUTt wıth NAaVC, LW aisles, ransept,
an APDPSC. The Aave W 4s separated from the aısles by eight
either sıde in trıple of LW columns aın pıer. Dotted lınes
the plan indicate entablature OT, INOTEC probably, the arches of arcade
above them The pıers the Junction of AaVOC aın WEeIC IMOTre

less cross-shaped AN: probably supported trıumphal arch OVeCeI the

Frutaz, Le Pıante di Roma (Rome 9 vol IL, LAaV.,. 266
Ibid., ia  < 316
„Et aliıquantulum Velabrum CISUS, 1n sinıstra, eSst ecclesia Sanctae Marıae 1n

Porticu In S1iN1stra parte NÖ  3 Jlonge SANCLAa Marıa Porticu, CONIra v1am qua«l de
Capitolia veniıt (ecclesia) sanctı Antistitis Nicolai1 1ın arcere Fra Marıanı, Itiınerarıum
urbıs KRomae (1518), ed Bullettz (Rome 58
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from the AaVC an perhaps arches OVer the entrances from the
aısles (sınce corresponding pilasters AT shown agalnst the aısle walls) The
PUrDOSC ot the LONZUCS owards the 15 unclear, but they INnay
ındıcate pilasters that sıde The of the W 4as higher
than that of the aV an aısles; the plan shows ONe Step 1n (and
possibly another INOTEC feintly drawn) Jeading IT from the aısles, and
LW trom the AaVC the chancel which W as closed by balustrade
SCICEIMN In the mıddle of the and SOINC WaYy front of the AaDSC
stood the High Altar, built agaınst all and covered by cıborium four
columns Seventeenth CENTUrCY descr1ptions of the church entio0n that 1T W as
ere that the 1CaoOnN W as placed a1above the High Altar and under marble
CanNODY, which W as decorated wıth INOSA1LC and supported by columns of

marble On the cıborium W as INOSA1LC 1INSCrF1ptiON
„HIC EST ILLA DPIAF GENTITRICIS
QUAEL DI  II ETUENTI

referring the miraculous AaPPCALaNCcE Galla Patrızıa An
eighteenth CENTLUrY showing the 1iCON and High Altar W 4s published
by Pasqualı 19723 but 1fSs late ate makes 1T unreliable evidence tor the
altar orıgınal APPCATance In the APDPSC all the Chig1 plan marks whart
May be column the Centire (Martinellı 1653 referred alabaster
column the APSC of Marıa Portico perhaps thıs one 1° ÖOne CAanNnnOL
help wondering whether 1L orıginally formed Part of double-light
wındow 'To the right of the APSC W 4as the campanıle Although shown A4Ss

Romanesque bel]l earlier INAaDS of Rome, 1fSs groundplan ere 15
INOTre less keyhole-shaped rather than rectangular chapel opened oft
each aıisle of the urch That the eft W Aas entered through what W as

probably trıple arcade supported by LW columns, that the right
presumably through single arched (Dotted lines the plan
would SCCIN indicate arches AT the enNntTrances the LW chapels, JUuSt A4s
they would SCEIN indicate arcades OVer the theA

13 „La Sacra Immagıne süa decentemente OD °Altare
Ciborio dı adornato di Mosa1co, SOSTENUTO da QUAaLLro colonne di Jletra detta
$ COTLTOgRNINO, dı altre letre dı sIan ICZZO, dove S1 leggono ANCOT2a due altrı
SCIY1TIL1 CO  } Mosaı1co, quali dimostrano l’Apparizione della Sacra Immagıne, (> confermano
]’Historia, SONO EqUeENT: Hıc est 1la Plac Genitricıis Imago Marıae, Quae discumbenti
Galla, Aatuıt atraıa (note 37); Iso referred Marraccı (note 25
The al behind the altar W as probably post-medieval.

Pasqualı (note atter 54; the n 15 Sal: ate from the S, SOMME
atter the urch had een demolished.

75 ° habetq. absıde columnam alabastro .. A Martinelli, Roma ethnica
(Rome 235

16 As the Ialn and southetn APDSC of Marıa Cosmedin tor example, SCC

'Krautheimer,; Corpus “ Basilicarum Christianarum Romae (Vatıcan Cıty 1937-—77)
vol 1L, 298
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The function of the SEruCcCtiures ımmediately ext the church 15 marked
the plan: the eft the old sacrısty, NO W the dining-room“, pasSsSage-

WaY an another old sacrısty; the right, arranged around courtyard,
LW sacrıstıes, LW Astanzet)} large LOOIM („stanzone“) an LW
corridors. The front OOr otf the house 15 marked „Porteria“ an opened
the SUaInNe StTreet 4a5 the church, while LW INOTE doors opened the zcolo
AT the back

Sınce the Chig1 plan 15 provıded with scale, the dimensions of the
urch Can be ascertaıned. Those scaled ave een tabulated 1n palmı A
metftres aMı maJor dimensions Aave been marked 1N OUr Plan It W as NOT

big church, only 114 palmi 2541 1n Jlength from the tacade the
face of the AaPSC Insıde, the church W as 107.9 palmı DA long

and approximately 53.3 palmı 11.89 wiıde. The WAS

p T palmı 6.04—6.14 deep. The eft aısle W as sliıghtly lJonger than
that the right, 74 palmı 16.49 A4a5s agaınst AD palmı 16.20
Sımıilarly, the eft aısle W a4s slightly wıder than the right, 1205 palmı
Z IN, 4A5 agalınst 11.6 palmı 2.59 111, The wıdth of the NAaVC, column
centre column CENTre, W as 26.9 palmı 5.98% The diameter of the ADSC
W as 16.1 palmı 360 IN, 1ts radıus 82 palmı of 18 un- The columns
Were approximately Diry palmı 0.48 8l diameter, the AaVe pıers 4 .2
palmı 0.96 wıde. The right aıisle all W as 24 palmı 0.53 wıde,
the back 411 of the thicker, palmı DazZyZ

The interi10r Jength of the NAaVC, 16.20 I, 15 approximately 2/8 the total
inter10r Jength of the church, DA Y The depth of the Tansept, 6.04 I, 15
about 1/4 the length of the church 3/8 the Jength of the AaVO., The radıus
of the AaPSC, 1.82 IN, 15 approximately 10 0/9 less than 1/49 the total length of
the church, 1/ the depth of the 1/g the length of the AVE: The
wıdth of the building, 11.89 I, 15 approximately half 1ts total Jength. The
NAaVC, column Centre column centre, 15 nearly 4A5 wıde A the 15
deep, 5.98 IN, 4A5 agalnst 6.04 The aısles, 2.97 an 2 .88 wiıde trom
column Cenire all face, ATC approximately half the width of the AaVC.,

The diameter of the APSC, 3 60 IT1, 15 than the width of the AD

The APSC would doubt ave een framed visually by the pıers AT the
Junction of the AaVOC ıN

part from the AaPDSC, hich 15 rather small, these dımens1ı0ns would SCCT1IH

fit 1nto modular scheme wiıth basıc me:  nt module of
2.00 The total length of the church, DE IN, would then equal 2
dules, wiıth for the NAaVC, tor the Yansept, aın lıttle under tor the
ADSC Similarly, the total wıdth would be modules, the Aave havıng an
each aisle 11/2 (All thıs 15 cshown 1n OUT Plan B

The clarıty of these basıc dımensıons and proportions 15 NOLT reflected ın
the spacıng of the columns an pıers 1n the NAaVve. Intercolumn1ations VaTrYy.
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from An palmı 0.96 palmı 0)8 1.73 IN, when taken trom column
face column face edge of pıer. In SOMINME churches iın Rome, later
restoratıons enclosed columns iın plers A4s Prassede, tor example,
where the pıers ın the colonnade also sustaın diaphragm arches ACT1OS55 the
AaVCO On the Chig1 plan of Marıa 1N Portico such arches ATe marked.
It there WEeTEC column within each pıer 1n the riıghthand colonnade, the
dimens1ıo0ns of the iıntercolumniıtions would be trom the the
facade: 1.1:5 I, 1.58 I, 124 I1l, 1: 24 IN, 1r 0A0 IN, 1.36 I, 1.36 IN, 1.20 IN,
1.15 I, trom column tace column face Sınce this 15 VECLY uUuUNEeVEN It
INOTE lıkely that the church W 4S orıginally a1ıd OUTt wıth pıers inter-
rupting the colonnades. Furthermore, CEXCECDELE in the three neAaxrest the tacade,
the between the LW columns 2Ave een wıder than that
between column A pıer LONZUEC pıer. Whereas the proportions of the
church 45 whole WeTC clear an siımple, the spacıng of the colonnades
cshows greater varıety ZWAV complexıty.

siımılar arrangemen Ca  S still be scCCH 1in Rome 1n the medieval church
of Marıa in Cosmedin, Aa refurbished 1n 1238 There, the
either sıde of the AaVe tollow trıple of columns aın pıer. At

Clemente attempt, perhaps shortly after 1084, AL restorıng the Early
Christian basılica, incorporated LW pıers 1n the south colonnade, between
the third an fifth, an sixth an eighth columns respectively, makıng
>trom the facade, of LONZUEC pıer, three columns, pıer, LW columns,
pıer, ON column, LONZUEC pıer. At Giovannı Paolo, possıibly 4A5 early
as 1116, the WEeEeTC interrupted twıce by pıers 1n the rhythm: LONZUC
pıer, three columns, pıer, four columns, pıer, three columns, tONgUC pıer; 1n
this church the pıers supported diaphragm arches ACTOSS the AaVC and
aisles 1 Elsewhere 1n medieval Rome churches WECIC planned wiıth central
pıer breaking each colonnade. hıs E:  3 be SCCH, tor example, ın what
remaıns of the YSt rebuilding of Quattro Coronatı (1099 — before

c an 1ın the church of Clemente (ca 1099 2

Krautheimer (note 16) vol III, 245 and Fıg 214; tresco of thirteenth
tourteenth CENTLUCY date ONE otf the pıers provıdes termınus ntie tor their COMN-
StruCtION.

Krautheimer (note 16) vol IL, 283 G Fıgs. 218, 219 and P1 See Iso
Giovenale, La Basılica dı Marıa 1n Cosmedin (Rome

Krautheimer (note 16) vol I‚ 286 and Fıg 155 Protessor Krautheimer has told
that the arches AT either thirteenth CENTLUCY Aas he has suggested, possibly twelfth

CENTLUFrY.
Krautheimer (note 16) I  , fi, CSD and Fıg 31

Junyent, Titolo di Clemente 1n Roma (Rome 9 190 fi) and
Barclay Lloyd, The Architecture ot the medieval urch and conventual buildings of

Clemente In Rome, 1080 CI 1300 (Ph thesis, London University 323 ff.,
RE {t
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The PUurpoOsSC of these pıers 15 NOT clear. They INaYy Aave marked the
liturgical dıvısıons of the AaVC the three dıistiınct SPaCcCesS of chancel, choır
ın lay ATCA AL Marıa 1n Cosmedin the clergy aın lay in the

church of Clemente, where the chancel an choir together project
A tar A the pıers Z Or, they INa y AVe been structural reintorcement
the AaVC colonnades, AS ın the restoratıon of the lower church of Cle-
MENTE: 1ın the rebuilding of the S4a”dInlle church, where they ATC topped by
pılasters whose function be strengthen the clerestory walls:
1n the restoratıon of Prassede ıN Giovannı Paolo, where they WEeiC

designed SUuppOTrT diaphragm arches ACTOSS the AI aın aisles. Pıers
interrupting colonnades ATIC known iın SOTINC Ottonıan churches 1n Northern
Germany an France, but It unlıkely that rcthese examples,
early an tar AWaY, could Aave ınfluenced Roman church design ın the
late eleventh and early welfth centurıies

The medieval Roman churches discussed tar WeIC NOLT planned wıth
Yansept, A Marıa 1n Portico, but others W C Bartolomeo 1n Isola
0S Nıcola iın Carcere (consecrated iın 1128), Cr1sogono (1427)
A Marıa Ün Irastevere (ca 1130—48) *, Unlike Marıa in Portico,
these medieva] basılicas do NOLT AaVe pıers interrupting theır
colonnades.

The Chigi plan cshows the church of Marıa in Portico A It stood iın
December 1656 January 1657 VWhen, in L6Z/ atraıa history
of the building from 1tSs orıgın hıs day aın when, ın 166/, Marraccı

hıs ACCOUNT, they both SeCIM Aave relied documentary evıdence
then ın the archives of the church“ Both authors bel1ieved that the church
orıginated ın the palace of Saılnt Galla Batrızıa, who had received the 1CON
of the Vırgın an Child from seraphım iın v1sıon 1n 524 Subsequently,
they believed, her palace had been converted 1nto church A consecrated

Malmstrom, The colonnades of High Medieval churches in Rome, in (Gjesta
(1975)

Piıers alternating wiıth columns appeared 1n such churches 4S St. Michael, Hıldes-
heim St Servatıus, Quedlinburg (ca TI 1n the church Wunstortftf (Lırst half of
the tenth century), Gernrode -  9 Herdecke (eleventh-twelfth century), Werden,
ST Luzıus (begun 995); Zyf£flich (first quarter of the eleventh century) an the cathedral ot
Besancon See Oswald Schaefer Sennhauser, Vorromanıische
Kirchenbauten (Munich 119 ft.. 263 ff 385 98 f., 12 / f, 395 and
Grodeckt, L’Architecture Ottonıi:enne (Parıs 1958 The SaImIne SOTT of arrangemenNt
charakterized the church of Demetri10s, Saloniki.

The ate 1113 AapPPCAaIs the lintel of the maın doorway of Bartolomeo:;:
plaque in Nıcola 1n Aarcere bears inscr1ption related 1ts date of consecratıon.

For Cr1s0g0on0, SCC Apollon;) G'Ghetti, Cr1isogono M Le Chiese dı Roma Illu-
SErate 92) (Rome CeS5SpP an tor Marıa ın Trastevere, Kınney, Marıa in
Trastevere trom L1ts founding 1215 (Ph. thesı1s,

Marraccı refers ın particular document Z1VINg the hıstory of the urch trom
ıts orıgın untiıl 1464, hence possibly fiıfteenth CENTUCY SOUTICC, Marraccı (note
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by Pope John Very lıttle W as known about thıs church until Pope lex-
ander 11 (1061—-1073) ounded COMDAaNY of Jaymen called the Society
of Santa Marıa ın Portico *6, In 1073 the old sixth CENTULCY church W as

restored by Pope Gregory VIL, who a1ıd It OUtL 1n the form 1n hıch atraıa
and Marraccı NCW it; „accommodata 1ın quella torma che adesso 61 trova“ ö
Pope Gregory VII consecrated I6 Aas attested by inscr1ptions still be SCCMHN

iın the seventeenth CENTULCY the Hıgh Altar 28
As the legend of Saınt Galla Patrızıa aın her sixth CENTLULCY palace

An church, modern authorities tend be sceptical A The miraculous 1CON
ıtself has een dated the per10d between the nınth an twelfth CE1MN-

turlıes S Nothing certaın 15 known about Pope Alexander I1’s lay sOCIeEtYy,
but the High Altar otf Gregory MNMAI W as discovered 1ın the early of thıs
CENTLULCY ın the Baroque church of St Galla, hıch had replaced medieval

Marıa 1n Portico 5 It 15 reworked Ancıent Roman altar, wıth the
following medieval inscr1ptions:
„HOC PRESUL ROMANO CULMINE
GREGORIUS TEMPLUM X PO EVUM®: and

HONOREM DNI NRI I1IH  S XPI BEATE
SEMPER
GENTTIRICIS ET°} DOMINE OSTRE OMNIUM
SANCTORUM CO  UM
EST HOC ALTARE TEMPORE MN VII

NNI DNI
MIL LXXILI INDICTIONE C IES Va

wıth lıst of relics. Thus iıt would SCCIH be SUIC AL least that Pope
Gregory VII consecrated the church July 1073

atraıa an Marraccı tell of later addıtions and restorations. In 1514
the tiıtular Cardınal, Bernardo Dıivıtıo, „refounde: an restored“ the
church, but do NOLT NOW the eEextent of ehis campaıgn. In 1590 Ugo Ver-
dala, Grand Master of the Knights of Malta and Cardinal Deacon of

Marıa in Portico, provıded oyilded ceiling an built the facade of the
urch from the foundatıions 33 (The three entrances the church shown

Marraccı (note
Matraıa (note 35 f) confirmed by Marraccı (note 25 che al S1

vede
OS Matraıta, f, Marraccı, 25 ot. OoOtfe 1

Huelsen, Le Chıiese dı Roma nel medioevo (Florence 359
Cecchelli, La Vergine Dendrofdfora, in.* Bollettino d’Arte 111 (

529 ff:: and Ia La Madonna di Marıa iın Portico, 1n ® Roma (1924) 23
Pasqualı( (note 18
Matraıda note
Ibid
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the Chig1 plan May ate trom thıs tıme an the medieval church INa y
AaVe had only ON central doorway). Cardinal Bartolomeo Cesı1s 1in 1600
provıded SUMPTtUOUS HE furnishings aın restored the church; he had the
walls paıinted wıth SCCNECS representing the of the ApPCaArFanNce of the
miıraculous 1CON; he renewed the old tabernacle, removıng veLYy old orill
and addıng LAaLUeS an other OrNamMents 3 The chapel off the eft aısle,
dedicated the Purification of the Vırgin Mary, W 4S built, decorated and
provıded wıth furnishings by the Chandlers’ Company S MOS probably 1t
W as post-medieval addıtion the church The chapel the right W 4S

built by the Serlupi famıly aın W a4s dedicated the Assumption of cthe
Vırgın; it fOO W 4S probably sixteenth CENTUCY addıtion the church
Between thıs chapel aın the YancCce, however, there WEeIC in the seventeenth
CeNtUrYy SOINC Lraces of another older chapel wiıth the Samne dedication, built
by the old noble Roman famıly of Piıerleone; the remaıns of VeELY ancıent
tomb wıth the inscr1ption, 37 PE  BUS“ stood in
that part of the church3 his chapel, unusual AL that tiıme, INAaYy ave een
CONTEMPOFArY wıth the church, S1INCe the Pierleone family LOSC promı-

1n Rome 1n the late eleventh CENTULCY. They WE close SuppoOrters,
ıN perhaps BV relatıves of Pope Gregory VII 37 In 1088, Pope Urban 11
died 1ın theır house, hıch the wriıter of the Liber Pontificalıs describes Aas

being close the church of Niıcola 1in Carcere and thus NOLT tar from
Marıa in Portico 38 The Pierleone SCCIHN, then, ave been ONe of the

promiınent famılıes 1ın the immediate VICINItY aın IT would NOLT be surprisıng
ıf they had built chapel 1in Marıa in Portico. Indeed, ONeEe wonders
whether they WefTIeCe behind the eleventh CENTUCY buildıng of the church an
whether they persuaded Gregory VII CONSeECratfe itt

TOom atraıa an Marraccı’s it would SecCIN that the Chig1
plan cshows the urch consecrated by Gregory VII in 1073 The ate of
consecratıon 15 signıfıcant for LW FeCASONS On the ONe hand Gregory 1n July
10723 had only been Pope tor three months, It 15 quıte lıkely that when
he became Pope the urch W as already standıng, built either by the l1er-
leone famıly who lıved nearby by hıs predecessor Pope Alexander 11
1ın hıch Case there May ell be SOIMNEC truth in the seventeenth CeENTUrYy

Matrata, ® Marraccı, Ot. nOTte 1
35 Matrata (note
36 Matraıta, 40; Marraccı, 66 Oot. nNOTte 1
87 Morghen, Gregor10 VII la Ritforma della Chiesa nel secolo XI (revised ed.,

Palermo R: 6 $ 75 and 160 The theory that Gregory VII W as elated the
Pierleone 15 based Passasc 1n che Annales Pegavienses (Mon. Germ. Hıst. VT
238), hich refers Petrus Leonis Gregory Il’s uncle, SCC ibid., 218, Ofe

38 Le Liber Pontificalis, ed Duchesne (Parıs 1886—92) vol IL, 294 and nOTte

Thıiıs opiınıon W 4as PUut orward 1n the 1871 edıtion ot Marraccı, ed Corrado,
44, oftfe
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claım that Alexander 11 ounded lay soclety of Marıa 1ın Portico. Until
1601 the clergy ın charge of the church WerTre CAanOonNsS an the buildings
adjacent it the Chig1 plan May represent the early CAaNONTT'Y, possibly
built the Samme time. Alexander I1 and Gregory VIIL, it would SCCIN, Were

particularly interested 1in the reform of CanONs, such toundatıon would
AaVve een 1n lıne wiıth theır polıcıes of Church retorm 4!

On the other hand, the ate 1073 15 signıfıcant because It only
LW after Pope Alexander I1 had consecrated the NCW abbey church
built by Abbot Desiderıus AL Montecassıno. The church Montecassıno has
also disappeared, but IT 15 known from CONteEMPOFrary wriıitten descr1iption,

plan made by Antonı1o aın Battıiısta da Sangallo 1in the sixteenth
CENLUFY, and from recent excavatıons 41 It W as basılica wıth NAaVC, LW:'!

aısles, ıNn three aPSCS, the central ONeE framed by EW columns.
The AaVC W 4S separated from the aısles by ten columns either sıde; the

of the W 45 2?.00 higher than that of the AaVC ın
aıisles. The High Altar stood IMNOTE less iın the middle of the

In SOTINIC WaYy>S the plan of Marıa 1n Portico resembles that of the
abbey church of Montecassıno: NAaVC, ateral aısles, and APSC. Yet
there WerTe also SOM obvious ditfferences: pıers interrupting the colonnades
aın columns framıng the APSC, of hıch there W as only ON in the
Roman church. In splendour and S17 € there WEeTEe urther varıatıons. The
abbey church AL Montecassıno WwWAas richly decorated wıth mMOSAa1CS, frescoes
an “ Cosmatesque” ODUS sectile Although few chips of
porphyry an serpentine from what IMNay ave been such „Cosmatesque“

WEIC found beneath the church of Saınt Galla 1n the early
twentieth CENTLUrY, there 15 evidence that the medieval church of Marıa
in Portico had MOSAa1C tresco ornamentatıon 4#2. Compared wıth Abbot
Desiderius’ basılica AL Montecassıno, Marıa in Portico W as plain and It
W 4S tiny. Indeed, It W as roughly half the S17 e of the abbey church, whose
inter10r Jength from facade al APSC W as 48 .75 I, 4A5 agaınst 7407

For the importance of canoniıcal reform from the eleventh CENTLUCY sece® La Vıta
COMUNE del clero ne1ı secol;ı XI XIIL, Attı Settimana dı Studio Mendola, September
1959 (Milan vols At the Lateran synod of 1059 Hildebrand, later Pope Gre-
SOrYy VIIL,; spoke 1n favour of priests lıying 1ın canonical communıtıes, A recorded 1n

Mabillon, Annales Ordinis Benedicti (Lucca 538; sSCECe Iso Bardy, Saınt
Gregoire VII la reforme canoniale A siıecle, 1ın Studi Gregorianı (1947)
AaN! Morıin, Reglements inedits du Papc Saınt Gregoire VII POUr les chanoines reguliers,
11 R Ben 18 (1901) 177 fa which includes the LeXTt ot ule tor CAanNnOoNsS written by
Gregory VII

Chronica Mon Cassınensı1s, VII (1846) 716 for the CONTEMPOTIALY
description by Leo0O Marsıcanus: Pantont, Le Vicende della Basilica dı Montecassıno
(Montecassınö Fıg 2 5 for the Sangallo plan and Ibid., passım, tor the archaeological
evıdence.

Pasquali( (note 45
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Marıa iın Portico, an whose interi10r wıdth W as between 19.95 ear

the an 20.62 in the ransept, ASs agaınst 11.89 ın the
of the Roman church The AVC of the basılica AT Montecassıno W 4S

11.50 wiıde, the aisles 4.75 the W as deep; the
radıus of the APSC 2 80 m 43 Proportionately these MeAasurements also
differ trom those AT Marıa 1n Portico: AaVC aisles 31 AL the South
Italıan abbey, 71 1ın the Roman church; the AVe wıder than the depth of
the AT Montecassıno, equal in Rome:; the AVO nearly S/4 the entire
length of the MONASTECYy church, but only 2/9 the Jength of Marıa 1n
Portico.

The difference 1ın S17e of these LW churches 15 remarkable. It W as

obviously related their function. Abbot Desiderius’ basılica W built for
the lıturgical offices of the MONASLEFY an had hold the monks’ choir ın
1ts broader AVC4 Marıa in Portico Aave been built house
1Con an perhaps for the servıces of Jay devotional

Given the dates of consecratıon, 1071 and 1073, 1T 15 lıkely that the plan
of Marıa iın Portico reflects the influence of the abbey church AT Monte-
Cassıno. Indeed, the lay-out of the LW churches 15 verYyY sımılar and the
Roman church 15 cur10usly close half the S1Ze of the South Italıan ONC.,.

As AaVve SCCIl, other medieval churches in Rome, wıth slight varıa-
t10ns, WEeEeIiIC of siımılar design. All SCCIN Aave been part of revıiva]l of
Early Christian church plannıng, although sometımes combined wiıth such
typıcally Roman medieval teatures AS pıers interrupting the colonnades.
The eleventh CENTUCY description of Abbot Desiderius’ rebuildıng of the
abbey church AL Montecassıno thıs CONSCIOUS revival of Roman Early
Christian church desıgn 45

In plan the hıgh medieval churches of Rome aın Abbot Desiderius’ 111e

church borrowed their basıc layout from Rome’s Early Christian basılıcas,
the Lateran, St DPeter’s an Paolo m 46 These venerable churches
VW.GROE huge, wıth long broad AaVe flanked either sıde by double aisles,
leading (at St DPeter’s an Paolo I1l, but NOLT AL the
Lateran) an aAaDSC At Montecassıno an in medieval Roman churches
iıke Clemente an Marıa ın Trastevere the decoratıon also attempted

Measurements taken trom scaled trom the Y drawıng of the eXCAaVatlions
published by Panton: (note 41) between 98 and

Pantonıt, La basılica dı Ontecassıno quella di Salerno 21 temp1 di San
Gregor10 VIIL, 1n : Benedictina (1956) D3

Bloch, Montecassıno, Byzantıum and the West 1n the earlier Middle Ages, m
DOP (1946) 165

46 For thıs revıval 1n Rome, Krautheimer, KRome: Profile of City, 1213508
(Princeton 176 For the Lateran, Old St. Peter’s and Paolo IXl., Krayut-
heimer (note 16) vol V, passım.
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rıval the splendour of Early Christian inter10rs, wıth their prec10us
marble inlay, theır frescoes A mosa1cs. ven the larger medieval churches,
such Aa that al Montecassıno, Cr1sogono an Marıa in Trastevere, WerTe
much smaller than the Läteran, St DPeter’s Paolo INn. They had
only LW aısles an their proportions WT an Steeper.
Nonetheless, all SCCINMN Aave een Part of CONSCIOUS revıval of Rome@’s
Early Christian Aart an archıitecture, revıval which Aave begun
Al Montecassıno in the late eleventh CENTULCY an continued ın Rome 1n the
twelfth an thirteenth centuries.

In recent this Early Christian revıval and the role played in 1t by
the rebuilding of the church AT Montecassıno ave een the subject of
academic debate47. Whıle there AapPCars 2aVvVe been such revıval Aat
Montecassıno 4S early as 1071, hıch sparked oft simılar buildiıng proJects
1n South Italy ftor example Salerno Cathedral Angelo iın Formıis
Rome ave lagged behind. Most Roman churches of revıiıved Early
Christian Lype wıth the exception of the restoratıon of the lower church
of Clemente, probably shortly after 1084 ate from after 1099, nearly
thirty after the dedication of Abbot Desiderius’ basılica. Wıithin thıs
CONSPECTIUS the lıttle urch of Marıa 1n Portico, consecrated by Pope
Gregory VII 1n FO07 only LW after the dedication of the church AL
Montecassıno, INa y ave signıficant posıtıon 4S „MI1SSINg liınk“ between
the revıval of Early Christian archıitecture in the South Italıan basılica and
Roman church building of the twelfth anı thirteenth centuries.

47 Toubert, Le ENOUVEL paleochretien Rome debut de XII“ siecle, 1n Cah
Ar' (1970) 99 ff.; ıdem, Rome le Mont Cassimn .2 ın DOP 30 (1976)

Kıtzinger, The first MOSsa1C decoratıon of Salerno Cathedral, 1n : idem, The Art otf
Byzantıum and the Medieval West (Bloomington and London, 274 ff.; Manıon,
The frescoes of Gıovannı Orta Latına the shape of tradıtion, in Australian Journal
of Art (4979) 923 fi.; Krautheimer (note 46) 178
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PORTICO
Dımensions scaled from Chigı plan

palmı metres

length trom tace ot tacade exXter10r of ADSC 114 2541
length of church inter10r 10/.9 24 .07
iınter10r length of an eft aisle 101.5 22.63

99,8 22 DBinter10r length ot an right aıisle
inter10r Jength of eft aısle 16.49
inter10r length of right aisle T 16.20

N 6.04depth otf rıght)
depth of (left) f 6.14
ınter10r wıdth of 5155 11.89
inter10r diameter of aPSC 16.1 360
radıus of AaPSC 14862
wıidth of AaVC (column tace column face) 249 5.55
wıidth of AaVO (column GCEHNLIG column centre) 26.9 5.98

12.5 Plawıdth ot lett aısle (column 2CEe all face)
width of eft aısle (column CEeNLTIre all face) 13.4 2.97
wıdth of right aıisle column tace wall ace 11.6 2.59

12.9 2.88wıidth otf right aisle column centire all T ace)
diameter ot columns A 0.48
width of piers 4 %2 0.96
wıdth otf arcade 0.48
wıdth ot rıght aisle wall 24 059
width of back wall of () - /L

PORTICO
Intercolumniations from tacade

right aıisle lett aıisle
MMetires metftfrespalmı palmı

LONZUEC pıer column tace 1 [ L 1.15
column tace column face FA 1:58 1.63
OT, Centire cCentire 92 7 06 95 261
column tace edge of pıer 4 .3 0.96 4 .2 0.96
length of pıer 42 0.96 43 0.96

1.05 1.05pıer face column tace
column face column face 7.6 1470 D 1,.73
OT, Cenfire cenfire 9,5 Z 9,5 D

1.15 126column tace edge ot pıer
O77 0.82length of pıer 34 @ 7A7

pıer face column face 58 1.29 1.34
column face column tace 120 1,26)

Y 1.63 F 1.63OT, Centre GCENTtre
column tace LONZUE pıer 1.15 1.20Ö


